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to whatever the competitive developments
are, so that we don’t just throw cold water
on them.

I wish I could stay all day. You guys have
been great. I hope you will support this. It
means more jobs for this country.

And also, don’t forget, one of the things
I want to emphasize again, it didn’t come
up in the questions. When I was at the
United Nations a few weeks ago, I had a re-
ception for the leaders of all the other Latin
American countries who were there. And I
can tell you that Argentina and Chile and
Venezuela and Colombia and Bolivia and a
lot of other countries that are struggling to
maintain democracy want to open up mar-
kets with us, and they want to buy our prod-
ucts. Tiny Colombia, in the last 2 years, has
increased their purchase of American prod-
ucts by 69 to 64 percent a year. This is a
big deal. But if we don’t do NAFTA, they’ll
wonder whether we’re really serious about
embracing all of Latin America.

Again, I say I hope you will support it. I
do believe that it will give us in the short
term a competitive advantage over the Euro-
peans and the Japanese. But the most impor-
tant thing is it will pressure them to adopt
a new worldwide trade agreement. American
workers are now the most productive in the
world. You’ve got to believe in yourselves.
We can do this. We can compete. We can
win if we have access to the markets. That’s
what this gives us.

Thank you very much. We need your help.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. on the
production floor. He was introduced by employee
Roberta Canady. In his remarks, he referred to
Marvin L. Mann, president and chief executive
officer, Lexmark International, Inc. A portion of
the question-and-answer session could not be
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Appointment of Officials to Senior
Executive Service Posts
November 4, 1993

The President today approved seven men
and women for Senior Executive Service
posts at the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, the Department of
Labor, and the Agency for International De-

velopment, U.S. International Development
Cooperation Agency.

‘‘I am pleased to announce the addition
of these hard-working men and women to
my administration,’’ the President said.

Department of Housing and Urban
Development

Jeanne K. Engel, General Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for Housing, Federal
Housing Commissioner

Art Agnos, Regional Administrator, Region
IX

Margery Austin Turner, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Research, Evaluation, and
Monitoring, Office of Policy Develop-
ment and Research

Department of Labor
Edmundo A. Gonzales, Deputy Assistant

Secretary, Office of the American Work-
place

Oliver B. Quinn, Deputy Solicitor of
Labor, Office of the Solicitor

U.S. Agency for International
Development

Nan Borton, Director, Office of Foreign
Disaster Assistance, Bureau for Food &
Humanitarian Assistance

Ramon E. Daubon, Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator, Bureau of Latin America
and the Caribbean

NOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Establishing the
Bipartisan Commission on
Entitlement Reform and an
Exchange With Reporters
November 5, 1993

The President. First of all, I want to thank
the leaders of Congress who are here and
make a couple of comments, if I might. I
am delighted that now both Houses have
acted on the crime legislation. I congratulate
the House and the Senate, and I look forward
to working with them on getting the strongest
possible crime bill out we can and hopefully
meeting that goal that I have had for a long
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